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PEN HE fick of our Society is a Gentleman of 
Worcefterfoire, of antient Defcent, a Ba- 


ronet; his Name Sir Roger dE Co- 


e VERLY. His great Grandfather was In- 
ventor of that famous Country-Dance which is call’d 
after him. All who know that Shire, are vety. 
well acquainted with the Parts and Merits of 
Sir. Rocer. He is a Gentleman that is very 
p= his Behaviour, but his Singularities pro- 

from his good Senfe; and are Contradiction} to 
the Manners of the World, only as he thinks the 
World is in the wrong. However, this Humour 
creates him no Enemies, for he does nothing with 
Sowrnefs or Obftinacy ; and his being uriconfined-to 
Modes and Forms, makes him but the readier and 
more capable a" Soy and oblige all who know him. 
When he is in Town he lives in Soho-Square : It is 


faid he keeps himfelf a Batchelour by reafon he was. 


croffed in Love, by a perverfe beautiful Widow of 
the next County to him. Before this Difappoint- 
ment, Sir Roc ER was what youcall a fine Gen- 
tleman, had often fupped with my Lord Roche/- 
ter and Sir George Etherege, fought a Duel upon 
his firft coming to Town, and kick’d Bully —_ 

im 
Youngfter. But ’being ill ufed by the abovemen- 
ferious for a Year 


jovial, he at laft got over it, he grew carelefs of 

imfelf and never dreffed afterwards ; he continues 
to wear a Coat and Doublet of the fame Cut that 
Were in Fafhion at the Time of his Repulfe, which, 
inhis merry Humours, he tells us, has been in and 


Gut twelve Times fince he firft wore it. Tis faid 


Sir Rocz grew humble in his Defires after he 
had forgot this cruel Beauty; infornuch that it is re- 
orted _ has frequently offended in Point of Cha- 
with Beggars and Gypfies : But this is look’d 
ink by his Friends rather as Matter of Raillery than 
mth. _ He is now in hie Fifty fixth Year, cheerful, 
ey and hearty, keeps a good Houfe both in Town 
and Country ; a great Lover of Mankind ; but there 
isfuch a mirthful Caft.in his Behaviour, that he is 
rather pred than efteemed : His Tenants prow 
tigh, his Servants look fatisfied, all the young Wo- 
fim profefs Love to him; and the young Men are 


- with the 


- A&tors have an Ambition'to pleafe him: | 





lad of his Company: When ‘he comes into 4 

oufe he calls the Servants by their Names, and 
talks all the way up Stairs to a Vifit. I muft not 
omit that Sir Ro GER isa Juftice of the Quorum; 
that he fills the Chair at a Quarter-Seffion with 
great Abilities, and three Months ago gain’d uni- 
— Applaufe by explaining a Paffage in the Game-. 


The Gentleman next in Efteem and Authority a- © 
mong us; is another Batchelour, who is a Member 
of the Inner-Temple ; a Man of great Probity, Wit,. 
and U; ing ; bat he has chofen his Place of 
Refidence rather tq obey the DireCtion of an old hu- 
mourfome Father than in Purfuit of his own Inclina- 
tions: He was plac’d there to ftudy the Laws of the 
Land, and is the moft learned of any of the Houfe 
in thofe of the Stage. -Ariftorle and Longinus are 
much better underftood by him than Littleton or 
Cooke. The Father fends up every Poft Queftions 
relating to Marriages-Articles, Leafes, and Te- 
nures, in the Neighbourhood ; all which Queftions 


: he agrees with an Attorney to anfwer and take care _ 


of inthe Lump : He is ftudying the Paffions. them- 
felves, when he Should be inquiring into the Debates 
among Men which arife from them. He knows the 
Argument of each of the Orations of Demofthenes 
and Tully, but not one Cafe in the Reports of out 
own Courts. No one ever took him for a Fool, 
but none, except his intimate Friends, know he hag 
a great deal of Wit. ‘This Turn makes him at once 
both difinterefted and agreeable: As few of his 
Thoughts are drawn ftom Bufinefs, they are moft of 
them fit for Converfation. His Tafte of Books.is a 
little too juft for the Age he lives in; he has read 
all, but ye of. very few. His Familiarity 
suftoms, Manners, Aétions, and Writings, 

of the Antients, makes himavery delicate Obferver 
of what occyrs to him in the. prefent World. He 
i an ex¢ellent Critick, and the Time of the 
lay; is his Hour of Bufinefs; exattly at five he 
pafies soe New-Inn, croffes through Ruffel-Courr, 
and takes,a ‘Turn at Will's till the Play begins ; he 
has his Shooes rubb’d and his Perriwig powder'd at 
the Barber’s as you go into the Ro/t.’ It is for the. 
Good of the Audience when he is at a Play, for the. 
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The Perfon of next Confideration is Sir Anne 
Fxeeronr, aMerchant of great Emincnce in the City 
of London: A Perfon of indefatigable Induftry, 
ftrang Reafon, and great Experience: “His Notions 
of Trade are noble and generous, and " every 
rich Man has ufually fomé fly Way of Jefting, 
which would make no great Figure were he not a 
rich Man,) he calls the Sea the Britif> Common, 
He is acquainted with Commerce in all its Parts, 
and will tell you that it is a ftupid and barbarous 
Way to extend Dominion by Arms ; for true Power 
isto be got by Arts and Induftry. He will often 
or that it this Part of our Trade were well 

tivated, we fhould gain fronr one Nation ; and if 
another, from another. I have heard him prove, 
that Diligence makes more laiting Acqaifitions than 
Valour, and that Sloth has ruin’d more Nations than 
the Sword. He abounds in feveral frugal Maxims, 
among which the greatcit Favourite is, « A Penn 
* faved isa Penny got. A General Trader of good 
Senfe, is pleafanter Company than a general Scho- 
Jar ; and gr AnpreEw having a natural unaffeét- 
ed Eloquence, the Perfpicuity of his Ditcourfe gives 
the fame Pleafure that Wit would in another Man. 
He has made his Fortunes himfelf 5 and fays that 
England may be richer than other Kingdoms, by as 
-plain Methods as he himfelf is richer than other 

ea; tho’ at the fame Time I can fay this of him, 
that there is not a Point in the Compafs but blows 
home a Ship in which he is an Owner. 

Next to Sr ANDREW in the Club-room fits 
Captain Sentxy,.a Gentleman of great Cou- 
rage, good Underftanding, but invincible Modefty. 
He is one of thofe that deferve very well, but are 
very awkard at putting their Talents within the Ob- 
fervatignof fuck as fhould take notice of them. He 
was fome Years a Captain, and behaved himfelf with 


atreat G ig-feveral E ements and at feveral 
Sieges ; but a fmall Ettate of his ows; and 


being next Heir to St Roce, he has quitted a 
Way of Life m which no Man can rife {uitably robhis: 
‘Merit, who isnot fomething of a Courtier as well 


as a Souldier. I have heard him often lament, 
that in a Profeffion where Merit is placed in fo con- 
{picudus a View, Impudence fhould get the Better 
of Modefty. When he has talked to this Purpofe 
I never heard him make a fower Expreffion, but 
frankly canfefs that he left the Werld becaufe he was 
not fit for it. A ftri& Honefty and an even regular 
Behaviour, are in themfelves Obftacles to him that 
mutt By through Crowds who endeavour at the 
fame af with himflf, the Favour of a Comman- 
der, He will however in this Way of Talk excufe 
Generalé for not difpofing according to Mens De- 
fert, or enquiring into it: For, fays he, that great 
Man who has a Mind to help me, has as many to 
break through to come at me, as I have to come at 
him: Therefore he will conclude, that the Man 
who would make a Figure, efpecially in a milita 
Way, muft get over all falfe Modefty, and-affilt his 
Patron againft the Importunity of other Pretenders 
y a proper Affurance in his own Vindication. He 
ays it is a civil Cowardice to be backward in ‘affert- 
ing what you ought to expect, as it is a military 
Fear to be flow in attacking when it is your Duty. 
With this Candour does the Gentleman {peak of 


- himflf and others. The’ fame Franknefs runs 


through all his Converfation: The military Part of 
his Life has furnifh’d hint with many Adventures, 


. inthe Relation of which he is very agreeable tothe 


Company ; for he is never er tho’ aceuf- 
tomed to command Men in the atmoft. 


Degree be.’ 





low him; nor ever too obfequious, from an Habit 
of obeying Men highly above him. 4 
But that our Society may not. appear a Set of 
Humourifts unacquainted with the Gallantries and - 
Pleafures of the Age, we have antong usthe gallant 
Writ. Honreycoms, a Gentlenian who jac- 
cording té his Years fhould be in the Decline of his 
Life, but having ever been very careful of. his Per- 
fon, and always had a very ealy Fortune, Time 
has made but very little Impreffion, either by Wrin- 
kles on his Forehead, or Traces in his Brain. His 
Perfon is well turn'd, of a good Height. He is 
very ready at that Sort of Difcourfe with which . 
Men Gals entertain Women. He has all his 
Life dreffed very well,’ and remembers Habits as 


‘ othersdo Men. He can {mile when one {peaks to 


him; and laughs eafily. He knows the Hutory of 
every Mode, and can inform you from which of 
the f rench King’s Wenches our Wives and Daugh- 
ters had this Manner of curling their Hair, that 
Way of placing their Hoods; whofe Frailty was 
coveted by futh a Sort “of Petticoat, and whofe Va- 
nity to fhew her Foot made that Part’ of the Drefs 
fo haoee in fuch a Year. In a Word, all his Con- 
verfation and Knowledge has been in the female 
World: As other Men of his Age will take Notice 
to you what fuch a Minifter faid upon fuch ‘and fuch 
an Occafion, he wilt tell when the Duke of 
Monmouth danced at Court juch a Woman was then 
{mitten, another was taken with him at the Head of»; 
his Troop inthe Park, In all thefe important Re-: 
lations, he has ever about the fame Time received 2 
kind Glance or 4 Blow of a Fan from fome cele. 
brated Beauty, Mother of the prefeat Lord fuch-a- 
one. If you fpeak of a young Commoner that faid 
a livel chin in the Houfe, he ftarts up, « He has. 
¢ Blood in his Veins, “Tom Mirabell begot 
‘ him, the R cheated me in that Affair; thar 
* young Fellow’s Mother ufed me more like a Dog: 
¢ than any Woman I ever made Advances to. This 
Way of ‘Talking of his very much.enlivens the Con-. 
verfation ameng usof a more fedate Turn; andl 
find there is not one of the Company but my felf, 
who rarely {peak at all, but {peaks of him as of that 
Sort of Man who is ufually called a well-bred fine 
Gentleman. ‘To conclude his Chasafter, where Wo. 
a are not concerned, he is an honeft worthy 

A. 

I cannot tell whether I am to accourt him whonr 
I am next to {peak of, as one of our Company ; for 
he vifits us but feldom; but when he does it adds to 
every Man elfe a new Enjoyment of himfelf. He 
isa Clare, a very Sage 93 Man, of gene- 
ral Learning, great Sanctity of Life, and the mok' 
exact good Breeding. He has the Misfortune to be 
of avery weak Conftitution, and confequently can- 
not accept of fuch Cares and Bufinefs as Preferments . 
in his Funétion would oblige him to: He is there- 
fore among Divmes what a Chamber-Cousicellor is 
among Lawyers. The Probity of his Mind, and the 
Integrity: of his Life, create him Followers, as be- .§ 
ing eloquent or loud advances others. He feldom’ 
introduces the Subje& he {peaks upon ; but we are 
fo far gone in Years, that he obf-rves, when he is 
among us, an Earneftnefs to have him fall on 
fome divine Topick, which he always treats with 
tmuch Authority, as one who has no Interefts in this 
World, as one who is haftening to the Obje& of all 
his Wifhes, and conceives Hope from his Decay 
and Infirm-ties. Thefe aro my ordinary Compani- 
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